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"What business entrepreneurs are to the economy, social entrepreneurs
are to social change. They are the driven, creative individuals who
question the status quo, exploit new opportunities, refuse to give up, and
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THE GENESIS

Social entrepreneurship is an emerging field that offers opportunity to young professionals to create
societal/economic value on a sustainable basis. According to some reports, globally this is the
fastest growing sector and perhaps the only sector that is creating gainful employment worldwide.

In the academic field, Social Entrepreneurship is a recent but growing area of teaching and research
in India. Of late, a few B-Schools in India have started offering elective course in Social

Entrepreneurship.

Unfortunately, most management students/professionals view Social Entrepreneurship as a “by
charity/for charity” venture, and not as a financially viable entrepreneurial activity.

The workshop aimed to provide a common space to the practitioners (Social Entrepreneurs/
Enterprises, NGOs, Government Agencies, Academics, Funding Agencies, Support Organizations and
Corporate) for interaction and learning from each other.

The main agenda of the workshop was to create need-based curriculum for social entrepreneurship
to be taught at B-Schools in India. At the same time the workshop also tried to develop strategies
for creating awareness among management graduates in B-Schools to work for social change.

The workshop was designed in such a way, which allowed the participants to not just listen and
learn, but also to share, discuss and co-create as a take-away a need-based course curriculum for
Social Entrepreneurship.
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THE INAUGURAL FUNCTION

The workshop was inaugurated in the seminar hall in the premises of Faculty of Management
Studies, Banaras Hindu University at 10.30 a.m. amidst distinguished guests and participants.

Shri Anil Shastri, Chairman, Lal Bahadur Shastri Institute of Management, New Delhi was the chief
guest and he inaugurated the workshop in the BHU tradition by garlanding the bust of Pandit
Madanmohan Malviyaji and lighting the lamp. This was followed by the students singing the
“Kulgeet”- in the honour of the legendary temple of learning .
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Workshop being inaugurated by Shri Anil Shastri, Chairman, Lal Bahadur Shastri Institute of Management, New Delhi

Calling attention to the agenda of the workshop, Mr. Shastri said that the gap between India and
Bharat can only be filled through initiatives in Social Entrepreneurship. Citing examples of institutes
like TISS, XLRI, IGNOU and MDI which run courses in social entrepreneurship, the chief guest
emphasised that there was a need to change the basic laws of bureaucracy as it was a pillar of
emerging India. He said that managers needed to become ‘thinking” managers and also that there
needs to be a bunch of people for evolving leadership skills apart from social entrepreneurs.

Prof. S.K.Singh, Head and Dean, FMS, BHU welcomed the guests and expressed his view on the idea
that a social entrepreneur is one who dreams of an unusual idea and executes it. Prof.
H.C.Chaudhary, coordinator, SAP talked about the agenda of the workshop.
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BRAIN-STORMING SESSION

The inauguration was followed by a three-hour long brain-storming session . Prof. K.P. Pandey,
Former Vice-Chancellor, Mahatma Gandhi Kashi Vidyapeeth, Varanasi was was the chief guest of
the session. Shri Anil Shastri presided over this brain-storming session.

Brain Storming Session in progress

Prof. Pandey said that all educational frameworks should be socially co-ordinated and all social
activities should be in an educational framework. He also said that there was a need for such a
course in B-schools especially in universities. He remarked that 3 things were very necessary for
social entrepreneurship course: meaning, activities and concrete move for achieving motivation,
aspiration and feedback of this activity.

Various eminent resource persons from different parts of the country were present to spark off the
best ideas. During the brain-storming, Prof. Sudhir Saran,(SMS, Lucknow), Mr. Manoj
Sharma(Consultant, Dehradun), Prof. Raghbir Singh(Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar), Dr.
Pramod Pathak(Indian school of Mines, Dhanbad) Swami Chidananand (Rajghat Education Centre,
Varanasi),Dr. Sushil Kumar (Specialist-Livelihood Services,V-Shesh, Varanasi), Prof. C.Lal(Former
Dean,FMS-BHU)Prof. Geetika (MNIIT, Allahabad), Mr.Rahul Arora (ACARA Institute,New Delhi), Mr.
Swapnil Dixit (Tata Jagriti Yatra), Prof. Lakhotiya (Faculty Of Science, BHU), Prof.A.N.Tripathi, Mr.
Kaushalendra(a young social entrepreneur from Patna and IIM-A alumnus), Mr. Sanjay Singh(Jaipur
Rugs, a social enterprise)) and Mr. Ashutosh Kumar (Tata Jagriti Yatra) contributed through their
dynamic ideas on the topic.
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The main points on which the brain-storming session emphasised were as
follows:

v' Consciousness, commitment and concern are the basic building blocks of social
entrepreneurship.

v" There is an urgent need to awaken sensitivity in the students of B-schools in particular and
all students in general, towards suffering of the underprivileged. Concern for the have-nots
should be the driving force.

v" Networking/interaction/guest lectures by social entrepreneurs will motivate the students.

v" An environment should be created where the people can interact freely especially for
making it conducive for social entrepreneurship to flourish.

v The attitude of the business schools must change and accept this as a discipline and not as a
practice alone. Teachers also need orientation.

Once the awareness is created the course should be such that:

e Those who already have the passion for social enterprise could be ideal candidates to take
up such a course.

e Field visits are a must, students who opt for this program must get-out of the classrooms
and interact with the society.

e The final marks for this program should be based on a social business plan for a close to real
life problem and a real location, judged by prospective investors.

e Exposure to possible funding sources should also be provided so that it attract for students
to take it up.

Faculty members from various other management institutes also participated in the brainstorming
session.

Prof. P.S.Tripathi (FMS-BHU) coordinated the session and Dr. Ashish Bajpai (FMS-BHU)delivered the
vote of thanks.

TATA JAGRITI YATRA: An Interactive session with students

The afternoon session was primarily meant for student-participants. It was designed as an
‘interactive session’ with Tata Jagriti Yatra Team to awaken the sensitivity among students
to work for the have-nots.

Mr. Swapnil Dixit and Mr. Ashutosh Kumar of Tata Jagriti Yatra Team had an interactive session with
students. They explained in detail about the concept of Tata Jagriti Yatra and its purpose and how it
is a model for social entrepreneurship.

“The aim of this unique Yatra is to awaken the spirit of entrepreneurship-both social and
economic- within India’s youth by exposing them to individuals and institutions that are
developing unique solutions to India’s challenges.
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Interactive Session with Tata Jagriti Yatra Team

The team members explained to students the selection process involved in qualifying as a Yatri. A
power point presentation on the Tata Jagriti Yatra was shown to students that kindled the fire of
not just adventure and exploration but also of social entrepreneurial. Mr. Dixit interacted with
students and answered their queries, enthusiastically.

Writing pads made from reused one side clean paper ,prepared by ‘GOONJ...a voice , an

effort’ a social initiative body was distributed to all participants. GOONJ is a nationwide movement,
turning wastage of the cities into a resource for people in the far-flung villages of India.

A case study on 35-SHRAMIK SANITATION SYSTEMS ( a social enterprise dealing with hygiene
and sanitation standards in the country) was also distributed to the participants.

A magazine of great social relevance, called “beyond profit” was also distributed to each

participant. It is a print and online magazine focusing on for-profit social enterprise in developing
and emerging markets.
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MEDIA GLANCES
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‘Need to change basu:
laws of bureaucracy’

TIMES NEWS NEI'WORK

Varanasi: A national workshop on social entrepreneur-

ship at B-schools was organised under special assistance ||

programme of University Grants Commission the Facul-
ity of Management Studies, Banaras Hindu University
. (BHU), on Saturday.

Addressing the inaugural function, chairman Lal Ba-.
hadur Shashtri Institute of Management, New Delhi Anil
Shashtri said there is a need to change the basic laws of bu-
reaucracy, and introduce social entrepreneurship in the
management institutions. The function was presided over
by the rector Prof BD Singh.




